Caring for the patient with a gastrostomy/jejunostomy tube.
A gastrostomy or jejunostomy (G or J) tube is useful for feeding malnourished patients and is preferred to prolonged use of total parenteral nutrition. Because enteral feeding has become commonplace in both the hospital and home setting, it is vital that health care workers instruct caregivers on the treatment of individuals with G tubes and/or J tubes. Many problems can be prevented when caregivers know how to care for the patient and troubleshoot potential concerns.